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THE NEED FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION ON THE
EXAMPLE OF SNAKE POPULATIONS
PRIMORSKO-AKHTARSKY DISTRICT

Abstract. People are not interested in the nature and the animals that
surround them. Therefore, the facts about them are often distorted. In
addition, people are often afraid of certain animals, which also affect the
reliability of knowledge. The purpose of the article is to identify erroneous
judgments about snakes in the Primorsko-Akhtarskiy region and
environmental education of the population. The main task is to give the
characteristics of snake species. The work is promising for further
identification and study of the risks connected with the possible impact of
human activities on snake populations.

Key words: snakes, environmental education, species diversity,
herpetofauna, Krasnodar Territory, Primorsko-Akhtarsk.

The problem that we will try to highlight in this article concerns not
only the Primorsko-Akhtarskiy district, but also all people. This is the
ignorance of our own nature, of what we meet every day: going to school,
going to work, spending time with friends. The nature has always
surrounded and surrounds us. But our ignorance is ruining it and one of the
examples will be revealed in this work. This ignorance is in prejudice: fear
of snakes. This problem is described in many works of specialists studying
snakes [ . ., 2021; . ., 2019]. Indeed, there are
venomous snakes that can be very danderous. But they will never attack a
person first. There are very few such species on the territory of Russia, and
most of them live in the tropical belt of the Earth. But other species are
harmless and may even be beneficial. This fear, we believe, is both justified
and not. Our ancestors were always afraid of poisonous snakes, but in some
situations, it is impossible to make out whether a snake is dangerous or not.

fueled by adults for their children, who also begin to be afraid of snakes. If

transmitted to the child. But the main source of prejudice is folklore. Tales,
accumulating and being passed from one person to another one, become
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overgrown with details so that it is no longer clear where the lie is and where
the truth is. This is what we will figure out using the example of snake
species in the Primorsko-Akhtarskiy district.

Primorsko-Akhtarsk is a small resort town on the shore of the Sea of
Azov. Every year, from May to September, people come here to relax and
strengthen their health, and get a portion of prejudice and fear. Perhaps it
has already become a tradition to publish articles once a year with such

In Primorsko-Akhtarsk, snakes on the embankment
scared the locals Primorsko-Akhtarians were afraid of awakened

[ - ].
-

Akhtarskiy district. There are no snake-like lizards in the fauna of the
studied area, which simplifies the identification of species. According to our
observations and sources from the Internet, the Primorsko-Akhtarskiy
district is inhabited by grass and dice snakes, viper renardi, Caspian
whipsnake, four-
the appearance of the snakes listed by us. A grass snake, we believe, is not
required for a detailed description. Everyone has seen this snake while
relaxing on the shore of some reservoir or fishing. It is easy to distinguish it
from other snakes by two yellow or orange spots on the head (Pict. 1).

Pict. 1. The grass snake
(Natrix natrix)

Pict. 2. The dice snake
(Natrix tessellata)

Another common snake is a relative of the grass snake, the dice snake.
It is this snake that is the source of all sorts of legends and tales, it is the

a harmless snake from a viper. However, almost all residents of Primorsko-

melanists  completely black snakes. The color of the steppe viper is a stripe
stretching along the spine, in the form of connected rhombuses. These two

(Pict. 3).
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About the viper, it is possible to add that this snake is poisonous.
However, the poison is not particularly dangerous. And it is very difficult to
meet it in the area, since its range occupies only the northern and north-
eastern part of the district.

Pict. 3. The viper renardi
(Vipera renardi)

Pict. 4. The Caspian whipsnake
(Dolichophis caspius)

The next species is the Caspian whipsnake. It is the longest snake not
only in the Krasnodar Territory, but also in Europe. It can reach 200 cm in
length. The color can vary from brown-yellow to dark red tones. There are
also almost black snakes. The belly of the snake is always yellow, which is
why the skid, in fact, got its name. It inhabits steppes, fields, slopes of gullies
and ravines, vineyards, orchards, wastelands (Pict. 4).

The four-lined snake is perhaps the rarest in the Primorsko-Akhtarskiy

yellowish or gray. The belly is straw-yellow. The stripes on the sides of the
body are characteristic: two on each side, which gave the name to the snake.
It lives in the steppes, gravitating towards biotopes with high humidity, well-
warmed places and places where there are trees.

Pict. 6. Smooth snake
(Coronella austriaca)

Pict. 5. Four-lined snake
(Elaphe quatuorlineata)

The last type of snake that occurs is a smooth snake (Pict. 6). A smooth
snake is a small snake of gray, copper-red or yellow-brown color; there is
also a melanistic snake, not exceeding 70 cm in length. A distinctive feature
is a stripe passing through the eye. It occupies dry forested areas steppes,
rocky areas, meadows, clearings.

electronic source [ ]. The species of snakes in the district
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were
and in Primorsko-Akhtarsk (and not only) about snakes?

The most common misconception is that there are a lot of vipers in this
resort town. Listening to the stories of vacationers and locals, you might
think that snakes can be found at every turn.

Another popular myth is the hybridization of dice snakes and vipers.
We are shocked, it can also be

poisonous snakes! We are afraid to walk at all already. And they also say

K. - ].
Also, there is a myth about how snakes wheel away from the danger.

Of course, a snake will get scared when meeting a person, perhaps it can
jump up and quickly slip away somewhere.

to get knowledge about the nature, the place where they live.
Some people kill snakes out of ignorance. And, as a rule, the same dice

snake becomes an innocent victim.
Perhaps the way out of the problem are the local boys. Gifted with

 look at and
let them go to the nature. It is they who can be told information about snakes,
as they are more likely to accept it without controversy, as an invaluable
fact. This is the environmental education.

Summing all up, we can add that every year, in spring, snakes wake
up from hibernation, and often wintering in large numbers, they also crawl
to the surface, by the first rays of the sun. You should not be afraid of them

In conclusion, we would like to note the importance of environmental
education of the population for the conservation of biodiversity.

2.
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